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When our spelling is perfect, it’s
invisible. But when it’s flawed, it
prompts strong negative associations.
M A R I L Y N  V O S  S A V A N T



Visual Secrets Activity Cards
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 Getting Students Ready to Learn



Brain areas for spelling are the left posterior inferior
frontal region and left ventral temporal cortex, which is
involved in processing visual memories and language.



Good spelling does not guarantee
good readers, and 

poor spellers can be 
good readers. 

Myths
About

Spelling
R E L A T E D  T O

R E A D I N G



Encoding versus Decoding
Reading is the process of decoding words. Decoding is just a fancy way
of saying “how we apply what we know about letter sounds and 
 language patterns to figure out what words say.”

Encoding is the opposite of decoding. Encoding is using sounds to build
and write words. Encoding is how we spell.



One word spelled incorrectly can
change all the positive impressions you

have already made.

Why Learn
to Be a

Good
Speller?

F I R S T
I M P R E S S I O N  



The brain fills in or reorganizes the
information to gain meaning.

”Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde uinervtisy ,it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr the
ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be at the
rghit pclae. The rset can be a toatl mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm. Tihs is
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.”



Visual Skills for Spelling
V I S U A L I Z A T I O N  

I M A G E R Y

V I S U A L  M E M O R Y

V I S U A L  S E Q U E N T I A L  M E M O R Y

N O N - I M A G E R Y  S P A T I A L

P R O C E S S I N G / A P H A N T A S I A

V I S U A L  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ,

M A T C H I N G ,  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

O F  S I Z E ,  S H A P E  A N D  S P A C E



Visualization
B e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e e  a
p i c t u r e  o f  p r e v i o u s l y
v i e w e d  o b j e c t s .  



Imagery
R e m e m b e r i n g  a n
o b j e c t  p r e v i o u s l y
v i e w e d  w i t h o u t  b e i n g
a b l e  t o  p i c t u r e  i t .
U s u a l l y  r e p o r t e d  a s
s e e i n g  b l a c k .



Visual Memory
The ability to see a favorite toy and describe
what it looks like, as if looking at a
photograph of it. 
There are both short-term and long-term
types of visual memory skills. 
When a student has poor ability to visualize
and no short-term visual memory, he has
difficulty remembering spelling words.



Visual Sequential Memory
A student with diff iculty in
this  area gets al l  of  the
letters correct but cannot
recal l  the correct order.



Non-imagery Spatial Processing:
Also known as aphantasia. The visualizers and
aphantasics use very different processing
techniques to recall information. It is rare for a
student to be able to do both types of visual
processing.  It is possible that individuals who
develop speed-reading techniques may be
aphantasics, since visualizing and subvocalization
(sounding the words out in one’s head) while
reading are slower processes.



Syllables
Did you know that there is a vowel in
ALMOST every syllable in the English

language?



Which words have two syllables and
only one vowel?



Vowels



When finished spelling a word, the

number of vowels will be equal to or
greater than the number of syllables.



MONTECALVO Spelling
Technique

How many syllables in Montecalvo?



MONTECALVO Spelling
Technique

What is the first syllable? 
second? third? forth?



MONTECALVO Spelling
Technique



MONTECALVO Spelling
Technique

Step 1: Identify syllables.
Step 2: Say 1st syllable.
Step 3: Identify how many letters
             in 1st syllable.
Step 4: Hold up first 3 fingers and
            assign a letter to each one. 



MONTECALVO Spelling
Technique

Step 5: Wiggle each finger and 
         call out the letter related to 
         that finger.
Step 6: Say 2nd syllable and repeat  

  steps 1-5.
Step 7: Repeat with 3rd and 4th 
         syllables.             



MONTECALVO Spelling
Technique

Step 8: Put up all 10 fingers, wiggle 
randomly and call out correct letter
associated with that finger. 

Step 9: Wiggle in order foreward, 
then backward. 

Step 10: Go quickly, without hesitation.



Spelling Tests
Step 1: Apply this to a list of spelling 

words. 
Step 2: Do a pretend test.
Step 3: Have student check self by 

stating letter sequence.
Step 4: Circle those that need work, 

star those that are correct.



Spelling Tests

When a word is spelled
incorrectly, define what is
correct about the attempt
rather than what is
incorrect. 



Spelling Tests

Re-learn circled words, then retake
test. Repeat until all are correct. 



Building Spelling Skills
Stacking cups



Building Spelling Skills
Parquetry Blocks: Memory



Building Spelling Skills
Attribute Blocks



Building Spelling Skills
Visual Auditory Digit Span

c t e f x p



Building Spelling Skills
Board Tach



Building Spelling Skills
Set Game



When a word is spelled
wrong the same way

each time...
...the eye/brain has learned the
incorrect sequence, which must be
over written with the correct
sequence. 



When a word is spelled
wrong the same way

each time...



Fixing Common
Misspelled Words

Step 1: Create list.
Step 2: Learn 10 words per week.
Step 3: Use the MONTECALVO Spelling 

Technique to learn them.
Step 4: 3x5 index card with weekly list.
Step 5: Always look at correct spelling; 

never guess or spell the old way. 





Thanks for being here!
WWW . B R E N D A M O N T E C A L V O . C O M


